Assignment One:  “Why We Buy Lottery Tickets”
All work should be written on the large piece of paper containing the article. We are going to focus on finding the main argument and the supporting details.
1) Find definitions for the words/terms “infinitesimal”, “socioeconomic class”, “materialism”, “construal”, “gratification”, “rationalize”, “predominant”, and “mundane.” 

Instructions:  Circle the word/term where it is found in the article on the large sheet of paper. Keep the definition short and write it above where the word is located.
2) What is the main argument of this article? Instructions: Underline the main argument using a red marker. 

3) Where does it state in the article what leads to a loss of control? Instructions:  Highlight that sentence in orange.
4) The article suggests three characteristics of people who buy lottery tickets (although the word characteristics isn’t included). Instructions:  Highlight the three sentences that include characteristics of people who buy lottery tickets in yellow. Number them 1, 2, and 3.
5) The final section of the article focuses on the question of why people buy lottery tickets. There are four reasons given, although not all of them explicitly.  Instructions: Highlight the four reasons given for why people buy lottery tickets in pink. Label them A, B, C, and D.

6) After looking over the main argument and the supporting details, do you:

(a) feel you have a better understanding of why people buy lottery tickets? Explain what you learned that was new information to you.
(b) agree with the writer about how buying lottery tickets can affect us? If so, which was the most convincing argument? If not, what do you disagree with most?

(c) think that the experiments and their findings are convincing? If so, which was the most convincing experiment? If not, what do you think was the flaw in the experiments?

Instructions:  Write your answers on the large piece of paper, either at the bottom of the page or on the other side. Please write in sentences.

Assignment Two:  Another Perspective
This second article focuses on the question of why we buy lottery tickets even when we know that our chances of winning are slim. There are three reasons provided in this article about why we do it.  Instructions: Read each reason, then paraphrase the information (i.e. put it into your own words) in the boxes below.


Which of the two articles did you find more informative? More convincing? Give three specific reasons in your answer (refer to the text).
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________





















